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- A LEADING geographer
om Musselburgh has
called for “nature-based so-
lutions” to be used as part
of Musselburgh’s £42million
- flood protection scheme.
- Professor Roger Crofts,
Scottish Natural Heritage’s
first chief executive, said:
“Rather than' continuing to
fight nature with short-term
engineered solutions, we
need the two approaches to
be working together.”
“He_ is opposed to the
“costly” removal and re-
placement of several town
bridges because “a few tree
trunks might get caught on
the pillars in the river and
raise the water levels”.

“The simple alternative is
to place tree catchers above
the Ivanhoe Bridge down-
stream of the main concen-
tration of willows. ;

“The - money saved can
then be redeployed to more
imaginative solutions along
the coast upstream,” he ar-
gued. :

The Musselburgh Flood
Protection Scheme aims to
introduce defences against a
one-in-200-year risk of flood-
ing in the town.

The Scottish Government
would pay 80 per cent of the
contract cost, with East T.o-
thian Council paying the ad-
ditional 20 per cent. <

The work will see defence
barriers run ‘from Tesco on
the east bank of the River
Esk out to the coast and

. alongtojoin the existing sea
wall there. T

On Eskside East (by Tesco),
the barriers will extend up
to Inveresk and thereby all
around Eskmills,

On the west side of the
town, the barrier will run
from Brunstane Burn on its
edge, along the coast and in.
land at the mouth of the Esk
to Campie Road.

Bridges over the river in
the town identified to be
replaced are
footbridge, Elec-

removed and
Goosegreen

Fae=

at the River Esk in October

tric Bridge and Shorthope
Street footbridge. It is also
proposed to replace the Ivan-
hoe footbridge. -

Professor Crofts, who lives

‘near the River Esk and is a
member of the Esk Valley:

Trust, highlighted the need
for  nature-based  solutions
throughout the catchment of
the River Esk. : S
-He said: “Nature-based so-
lutions are now a universal
approach to addressing the
effects of climate change,
loss of biodiversity and poor
stewardship of theland.

“They are also a require-
ment of the Flood Risk Man-:
. -agement (Scotland) Act 2009.

“Our children and grand-
children will not thank us
for ignoring the opportunity
of planting trees in the Esk
rivers catchment, of digging
ponds to retain water, of
blocking drains made redun-
dant by old farming practic-
es, and of actively allowsi

flood plains to flood, all of -
which will slow the flow of

coming decades: .
“,“Yet, We are told that these

water .,dqwnﬁver over the
( S
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rofessor Roger Crofts uerneath the Rennie Bridge in

options are not viable and
will not work, and the only
catchment  management
measures are use of two re-
‘dundant reservoirs.”

_Hesaid he would like to see -

“the Esk River Improvement
Group, established by local
MSP Colin Beattie, facilitate
the development of an Esk

- Catchment Action Plan led
by the Scottish Environment gro
Protection Agency with full

_-support of Nature Scot, East

‘ Nature-based

~solutions are”
now a universal
approach to
addressing effects
of climate change

Lothian Council and Midlo-
thian Council.

“A bid to the Scottish Gov-
eérnment’s Nature Restora-
thn Fund would help to re-
alise this natural common
sense plan, reduce the cost of
the Musselbu.rgh Flood Pro-

~added.

South Esk catchment.
“An offshore barrier t0
duce flood risk “would no
il ‘be a natural or sustainable:
intervention”, it added. ;
was considered in 2019 and}
discounted due to p'rohlb,
| tive costs aqd'negatlve en:
| vironmental impact on the
{ Firth of Forth ‘Special Pro;
| tection Area’. 5] |
Conor Price, project ma -
ager for the Musselburgh
Flood Protection Scheme]
said: “The project team res
' aftended Professor

=
“We respect his intentions|
and praise his efforts to chal:
lenge society to restore na
ture, and eliminate the neeq
for engineered solutions t¢
@ flood risk. = 3

Musselburgh during a flood” “However, we do not be
: ? lieve the natural solutions he

advocates would be effective
against the truly massive
scale of flooding that Mus
selburgh is at risk from. :
“Any solution taken for

tection Scheme and enable .
~the money saved to be used:
for long-term nature-based
measures,” he claimed.

Bridge to the coast, “simple, s :
cheap and visually unintru- pptve I an, g
Sive barriers” should be pro- '

predicted to be high.

Drainage pipes from prop-
gl(;trll_‘és should be fitted with egies above and beyond the |
offshore banier fo- e, MARY nature based Sotationg
the amount of seawater in ‘E‘;ﬁ,‘;&éﬁ ")’J,ec’t'jhas al_ready "
the estuary considered, he ST 3

The project team highlight- ;
ed that “significant sustain. Setburgh, - said:
able solutions” were includ-
ed in the preferred scheme
approved by East Lothian
{Dmtmcil’s cabinet in Ji anuary
ast year. e S ; y

These! Mo S tion is awaiteq on the fj

a debris trap to catch trees ‘s’ﬁgﬂfm’ at which point it




