Bid to halt flood

Petition
aunched.

‘over flood

defences
By Avril Campbell

acampbell@eastiothiancourier.com

A PETITION has been launched
calling on East Lothian Coun-
cil to pause the Musselburgh
Flood Protection Scheme.

rs claim the

“ineomplet

scheme is centred on “hard en-
gineering” and bridge replace-
ment. 7

They claim: “The outline
design of the scheme will be
presented in June for public
approval of aflood scheme that
will introduce walls down the
River Esk and along the coast
from the mouth of the river to
the Brunstane Burn.,

“The mature trees that line
the river are all at risk of being
cut down.”

Ewan McDowell prpares to ign the petition, calling for a pause to the Mussel
was highlighted by Marina Naylor and Roger Crofts at the Store Bridge on Saturday. The wooden sign is a mock-up of the
heights of a bund/wall - 1.9 metres at its highest - which could be put at lower Eskside West, where residents fear trees

might have to be removed to make way for the flood barriers

“The experts want us to en-
gage in arguments about what
constitutes a ‘wall’ and what
does the ideal wall look like.

“Meanwhile, the only option
available is a flood scheme
that has from day one cen-

tred on hard engineering and
bridge replacement.

“Only eight per cent of the
current proposal relates to
nature-based solutions.

“In consultation meetings,
no alternative vision, with

=

nature at its heart, is being
offered to the people of Mus-
selburgh.

“If it is pushed through now,
the scheme will already be out
of step with modern thinking
about nature restoration, ecol-

3

burgh Flood Protection Scheme, which

ogy and biodiversity, even be-
fore the first digger appearson |
the banks of the river.”

They said: “There are alter-
native approaches that work

Con‘tinuyed on Page 2




Continued from front
with nature and East Lothian
Council must bring these to the
table. These should be provided
by independent experts who work
with environmental approaches
first and foremost, not as an after-
thought.

“What’s the rush? Let’s go care-
fully and get this right.”

They are urging people to sign the
petition to tell the council to pause
the scheme until residents can be
glven “areal choice about how est

Musselburg forever,” they add.

signed the petition which is avail-
able online and via paper copies.
Roger Crofts, a retired civil serv-
ant and environmental adviser,
who 11ves near the Esk joined oth-
D e~

/‘;:L 754

S On the South Esk

_ the river such as placing wood,

ey

rivers and streams at key poin

- ‘trees and digging ponds
“Their reason is that it wo
have no effect on the scenario
|+ which is the extreme case. Unfo

b emg used extensivel

More than 1,000 supporters have

"d _,nglneermg “barriers down of East Lothlan It seems a harsh
er and along the coast with approach to a problem that can be )
oundations, a tree catcher up  tackled by more env:ronmenta]ly p11e a report to allow work to sta

- ..il’hey ‘have conmstently dis-

nnssed what are globally known of the River Esk. The problems
as nature- based solutions aimed at

z slowmg water flow into and down tlmescales,

. known as leaky dams, across the

down south, led by the Environ-
ment Agency, whereas SEPA do not
seem to be adopting this naturally
sensitive and sensible approach in
Scotland.

“So what many people are ask-
ing for, following our straw poll at
a locally organised public meeting
a few weeks ago and emphasis by
the very significant response to a
petition, is a thorough assessment
of nature-based solutions to be un-
dertaken, reported on publicly and
included in the de51gns to be dis-

David Sugden Professor Emeri-
tus in the School of GeoSciences at
the University of Edinburgh, has
lived in the Esk catchment area in
Midlothian for many decades.

‘Horrified’

3 “f&gnver ‘by the Al bridge, and the sensmve nature-based’ approaches

use of two small redundant reser- ~“There seem to be two issues in-

flated in the current proposals,
namely sea-level rise and flooding

are -different, operate on different
ire different
;ample, reduction
flooding by the Esk is -
'be solved by a catch-

blocking field drains, plantn;g, mem‘a yroach to run-oﬁ“fax_'mmg 5
2 chieved defences against a one-in- 200-year"

estry, and :

tigate alternativ approaches.”
A spokesperson for the Scottish
Env1ronment Protectmn. Agency

“cent Scottlsh ‘Government “Flood

tied to one
a f the trees
along the
iver Esk at
Musselburgh,
g which claims
7| that “we are
going to
¢l lose many
of them”

(SEPA) sa1d “Nature-base
tions are an extremely import
part of flood msh management in

neering methods fo heTp
flood risk to communities. -
“These solutions are be

selburgh Flood Protection Sche
by the local authority. Dellvery'
su_ch solutions, mcludmg mo

June 20 and At It will form part o
a 3D animation to “maximise the
potential for delivering a clear vi-
sion” of how the scheme’s physical

~  defences — which could be concrete
- or glass wa]ls embankments sando
ck

scheme and prov1de feedba
The project team will then

on the revision of the o
s1gn based on feedback co
It is expected that recon
~ tions will be brought to
cil’s elected members'f
eration and apy
The flood protecuon oSt~ |
ing £43.5 million — *20 ‘per cent
East Lothian Council and 80 per

gramme — aims to mtrodﬁ'

risk of ﬂoodmg 111 the town

e 1
the-musselburg
scheme



