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Organisers of the
Watson Bird Festival
are thrilled with the
success of this year’s
event.

The third festival took
place over the weekend with
visitors coming from across
the country tojoin in.

Among the activities
were guided walks, bird
ringing, art exhibitions and
puppet shows. There was
also a lecture from Spanish
Professor Miguel Ferrer, the
winner of this year’s Watson
Raptor Science Prize.

The Watson Bird Project
was set up in a bid to raise
the funds to buy the Watson
family home in Dalry and
turn it into a cultural and
educational centre. Donald
Watson, along with his son
Jeff, were well known for their
illustrations and knowledge
of the study of birds.

Roger Crofts, director of
the Watson Bird Project,
said: “Iam delighted with the
responsefromthe performers,
slgeakers, artists and all of
the volunteer helpers and
especially from visitors from
around Scotland and from
south of the border.

“The festival brings great
benefits to visitors and
also brings some welcome
business locally as well
as putting Dalry and The
Glenkens on the map.

Bird festival fans

“The new brochures of a
walk around Dalry and a car
trail around The Glenkens,
for example, show people
where and what Donald
Watson painted, and they
have received a lot of praise.
Thebrochuresare availablein
shops in the village for all to
enjoy this new experience.

“Iwasalso pleased thatone
of our new art exhibitors who
livesin Crossmichaelsold all
ofher paintings and gives her
greatencouragementto paint
more bird pictures.

“Listening to the brilliant
bird artist Darren Woodhead
talkabouthiswork and atthe
same time paint a picture
was justamazing and a great
stimulus to the artists present
and those who aspire to be
artists.

“And having top rate
scientists talk about theirwork
gave us all new insights on
emotive issues such as birds
beingkilled by colliding with
wind turbines and how we
havelostso manygoldenand
sea eagles over the centuries
due to poor management of
land and persecution.”

Display Callum Murray, of
Crossmichael, with drawings
by local schoolchildren
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